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Congressman Dent honors PPL workers who helped 
restore power to Gulf Coast victims of Katrina 

 
ALLENTOWN — U.S. Rep. Charlie Dent on Friday honored the efforts of PPL 

employees who helped restore power to the areas devastated by Hurricane Katrina 
 

About 180 employees of PPL Electric Utilities left their homes and families to 
help people on the Gulf Coast by rebuilding electric delivery systems damaged by storms. 
 

In October, Congressman Dent had expressed his appreciation on the House floor 
and in the Congressional Record. On Friday, the Congressman presented plaques to 
representatives of PPL Electric Utilities and International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 1600 at the company’s landmark office building in downtown Allentown. 
 

“These workers endured long hours of work, oppressive heat, uprooted trees, 
biting insects and many other hazards to their personal safety,” Congressman Dent said. 
“Through their hard work, caring and professionalism, they became true goodwill 
ambassadors. For many in the Gulf Coast, PPL workers were a sign of hope.” 
 

Congressman Dent also extended the thanks of many House colleagues from the 
Gulf Coast. 
 

Accepting the plaques were PPL Utilities President John Sipics and Local 1600 
President Andy Wolfe. PPL Chairman and CEO Bill Hecht along with several other 
employees were also on hand. 
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